
Lathe - Segmented Vessels (Part A – Software)    

Instructors: Mike Fisher and Bill Gentry   

   

Prerequisite: Must have completed Lathe I and II (or receive prior instructor permission) and 

must study the documents and videos listed below - prior to attending this class.   

Enrollment: Limited to three students per class, with a minimum of two.   

Schedule. 2 sessions of 3+ hours each - held in the Woodshop library (verify dates and times 

using on-line wood club monthly calendar).   

   

Student Materials to Buy & Prepare Prior to Class: None - instructor will prepare the needed 

material for each student.    

   

Description: Learning how to design and build Segmented Vessels is a two part class.  Part A 

is the design and planning of a segmented vessel using WoodTurner Pro suite of software.  Part 

B is the construction and turning of a segmented vessel designed in the software class.   

In the two 3+ hour sessions of Part A, students will get hands on instruction on how to use 3D 

Design Pro and WoodTurner Pro software to design a segmented vessel. Segment Pro and 

Lamination Pro will also be introduced.   

3D Design Pro is a 2D editor that uses Classic Bezier Curve technology to create a wall profile. 

That profile is then rendered in a second 3D window. You can create a vessel by either opening 

one of the nearly 150 samples, start from scratch, or import a photo for tracing.  The wall profile 

is transferred in to WoodTurner Pro for creation of the vessel.   

   

WoodTurner Pro is software where the wall profile is used to design the vessel.  By adding 

rings, determining number of segments per ring, ring thickness and width, veneer rings, spacers 

and featured ring are created.  All trigonometric formulas are calculated instantly for you. The 

end-product is a cut-list summary which you will take to the shop and use to cut your chosen 

wood, and make all the segmented rings for your bowl / vessel.    

   

At the end of the 2 software sessions, the student will have designed a segmented vessel 

(bowl), material needs list, and cut-list for use in the 4-session hands-on class titled “Lathe - 

Segment Vessels (Part B - Building and Turning)”.   

   

Fee: $15 - this covers the 2 software classes, but does not cover the cost of materials the 

student will purchase based on their final software design, and does not cover any specialty 

tools the student may desire to purchase.   

   

Tools will be provided. No tools are required for this software-design class.   

Pre-Class Study Material:   



   Videos: Study All videos in the WoodTurner Pro Software Forum/Software/Tutorial/3D   

   Design Pro/Woodturner Pro http://woodturnerpro.com/community/index.php?forums/55/   

   

    Documents: A user manual for the WTP software will be handed out during the class.   
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